Period of Trial and Hope
Soviet relations with Turkey appeared to reach a new high
with the Soviet Premier's visit to Turkey in December 1966.
This was followed by the conclusion of a significant economic
aid agreement with Turkey on 25 March 1967. In September
1967, the Turkish Premier visited the Soviet Union55 and soon
thereafter several aid projects were inaugurated, including an
oil refiaery near Izmir and an iron and steel complex. There
had also taken place a marked increase in the value of trade
between the two countries from seven million roubles in 1961
to 45 million roubles in 1966.86 As a matter of fact, the Soviet
Union having recognized and reversed the mistakes of Stalin's
time, has been striving actively since the early sixties to de-
monstrate a friendly attitude toward Turkey and Iran and to
impress upon the two countries the great benefit that would
accrue to both of them from closer economic relations with
her. Moscow has, at the same time, encouraged them to adopt
a less committed position which would make them less de-
pendent on American support and, therefore, on American
policy.87 It has to be remembered that Turkey and Iran lie
adjacent to the southern border of the Soviet Union and that
&* After his return from the Soviet Union, the Turkish Premier declared
that the visit had eliminated *the last traces of hostility" from Soviet-
Turkish relations. "I think we have entered a new era in our dealings with
the Russians", he declared in an interview. "As you know", the Turkish
Premier said, "there has been great strain between oor countries over the
years, and in the period after World War II, we had no relations at all."
He went on to say:"Now that gap has been bridged. I am not suggesting
that all the doubt's are gone, but I think the hostility is gone*. New York
Times, 13 October 1967, p. 9.
*« Geoffrey Wheeler, "Soviet Interests in Iran, Iraq and Turkey", The
World Today, May, 1968, p. 200.
« Soviet thrust into the "Northern Tier** region of the Middle East
coupled with increased Soviet involvement in the triangular area embracing
the Red Sea Basin, North Africa, and Northeastern Africa, led some Ameri-
can officials to predict that this important strategic area might be the

